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2016 Year In Review
Muncie Bicycle-Pedestr ian 
Advisory Committee 2016

December

“Big Blue” has been all 
over the city to dozens of 
community events and has 
even been to Indianpolis and 
back!

Bicycle Friendly Community Designation - Walk and Bike Events - 
New Bike Infrastructure

Bike Muncie officially launched the 
“Big Blue Bike Program,” this last 
spring. Through a generous grant 
from the Ball Brothers Foundation, 
Bike Muncie was able to acquire 
a large cargo bike that is now the 
“Mobile Resource Station!” This bike 
came from Copenhagen, Denmark 
and has a special  custom cargo box 
that folds out into a table, allowing it 
to be pedaled to community events 
throughout Muncie with brochures 
and supplies.  Big Blue is a head-
turner and that is precisely what 
was envisioned when the idea was 
proposed in late 2015. Instead of 
just having a table/booth at an event, 
a big bicycle  would do a much 
better job at engaging the public - 
and it has! Big Blue was ridden to 
Indianpolis and back for the Indiana 
Bike and Walk Summit this year as 
well! At over 50 lbs empty, that is no 
easy task. More on that trip on the 
following pages!The Muncie Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

is just over two years old, but has accomplished a lot 
during that short time.  2016 was a pivotal year for the 
committee and it’s education and outreach program: 
BikeMuncie. After earning an honorable mention in 2015 
through the League of American Bicyclists, the City of 
Muncie earned a Bronze-level designation this year.  An 
updated bike ordinance, additional bike lanes, and new 
education and outreach programs and events all fulfilled 
the requirements of this designation.

Numerous Biking and walking events were 
held throughout the year. We highlight a 
few of those in the following pages. Events 
like these are critical for getting people out 
and moving, improving health, and building 
community pride. 

New Bicycle infrastructure was also added 
throughout the City this year. Several 
miles of new bike lanes are starting to 
connect our community to our greenways 
and downtown. We are getting close to a 
community that is interconnected with safe 
walking and biking paths!

2016 Was A Great Year for 
Cycling in Muncie!

2016 Big Blue Stats
464 miles ridden
1,363 lbs carried 

19.33 gallons of gas 
saved

Big Blue, Mayor Tyler, and Charlie Cardinal at 
Longfellow Elementary Walk & Bike To School day
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Community events are the catalysts that get people excited 
about being out walking and riding. We strive to have 
provide a wide variety of events that appeal to many types 
of participants; from kids, to those just starting to ride, to 
longer distances.   Our first event took place at Minnetrista 
Cultural Center during their “Family Fun Day.” Our Kids 
Safety Curriculum included a kills course and taught kids 
the importance of following traffic rules and how to ride 
safely.  We returned to Minnetrista several times throughout 
the year on Big Blue to hand out bike safety brochures and 
promote upcoming events.   
May is “National Bike Month!” Mayor Tyler led a tour of 

Muncie to check out some of the new and upcoming 
projects including the Kitselman Gateway & Trailhead 
Project, MadJax Makerspace, and the new Cornerstone 
and Liberty Parks. Unfortunately, the rain moved in and the 
tour had to be cut a little short, but everyone had a great 
ride!   In June, we helped organize the annual “Solstice Ride,” 
where more adventurous cyclists attempted to ride 80 miles 
from Muncie to Richmond and back before the sun set! 
Riders had to contend with some thunderstorms on the way 
back but made it home safely. Volunteers also organized 
a Women’s Ride and a Pride Day ride on the Cardinal 
Greenway. 

Cardinal Greenways 
Presents Muncie Bike Fest

In August, BikeMuncie helped the Cardinal Greenways expand their “Great 
Greenway Tour” rom a one day event that historically only drew participants 
from outside of Muncie to a three day event that included a community group 
ride, games, food and an exciting downtown criterium circuit race and corporate 
challenge relay race. Despite less than ideal weather on a couple days, all 
participants had a great time and are looking forward to the 2017 event using this 
same 3-day format!

Indiana Bike & Walk Summit
Bike-Ped Committee Chair Kyle 
Johnson and his Ball State Graduate 
Assistant Bud Tymczyszyn decided 
that it wasn’t enough to simply attend 
and represent Muncie that the Indiana 
Bike & Walk Summit...they thought 
they might has well ride there on cargo 
bikes!  They took off from Muncie 
with a small group of supporters and 
made their way 70 miles to downtown 
Indianapolis. The Conference had 
many speakers that had interesting 
projects, ideas and case studies 
on how various communities are 
better advocating for bicyclists and 
pedestrians. Mayor Tyler attended a 
panel discussion with several other 
Mayors from across the state. You can 
still go back and read through their 
adventures on the BikeMuncie blog! 
https://bikemuncie.wordpress.com/
bikenews/

Bud and IMPD Chief Riggs on the Monon Trail

Kyle & Bud at the end of their 150-mile journey

EVENTS

Community Group Ride - Muncie Bike Fest

Corporate Challenge Relay RaceGrand Prix Criterium
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Students from Longfellow Elementary participated in the spring and fall 
Walk and Bike to School events.

Getting Students Walking and Biking to 
School

This last spring and fall, staff from The Ball State 
Office of Community Engagement, BSU Wellness 
Management, and the Delaware County Wellness 
group all worked together with the City and local 
elementary schools to promote two “Walk & Bike To 
School” events. Three elementaries participated this 
year with hundreds of students attending.

Encouraging school-age kids to get up a little early in order to walk 
or bike to school is no easy task. Luckily, BikeMuncie had lots of 
help this year from several supporting organizations and agencies 

to help make the Bike and Walk to School Events a 
success. Ball State University’s Office of Community 
Engagement, as well as the Faculty in Wellness 
Management, partnered with Muncie Community 
Schools and IU-Ball Memorial Health to put together 
four events at elementary schools in Muncie. Teachers 
and volunteers got up early to meet the students at 
pre-determined meeting locations and either rode along 
or had “Walking Schoolbuses” for the younger walkers. 
Students participating were given Bike Muncie maps, 
books, and LED blinking safety lights. 
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The Delaware-Muncie Metropolitan Plan Commission, in coordination with the 
City of Muncie Bike-Ped Advisory Committee, is undertaking a Bicycle-Pedestrian 
Master Planning process. This plan will run concurrently to Ball State University 
Campus Bike Plan process and a community bike-share feasibility study. These 
coordinated plans will mesh together to create the framework for a truly 
community-wide plan to improve bike and pedestrian connections throughout 
Muncie and Delaware County.  More info can be found at: http://cms.bsu.edu/
about/bicycle-master-plan and at www.BikeMuncie.org.

Bike Parking is necessary in order 
to promote cycling as an alternative 
transportation option. Having 
bike parking available at common 
destinations helps bring more people, 
more frequently to that location on 
bikes. The City of Muncie has recieved 
a grant to purchase dozens of bike 
racks for public areas downtown, parks, 
schools, and in the public right of way. 
BikeMuncie will be working with the 
City Street Department in 2017 to get 
these racks located and installed!

A comprehensive Bicycle-Pedestrian Master Plan for Muncie and 
Delaware County that is integrated with the Ball State Campus 
Bike Plan, a more in-depth look at Community Bike Share 
Systems, and increased bike parking.

What’s coming up in 2017?
Kyle Johnson (Chair)
Bud Tymcyszyn (Graduate Student)
Marta Moody (DMMPC)
Mayor Dennis Tyler
Arron Kidder (Mayor’s Office)
Duke Campbell (Public Works)
Harvey Wright (Muncie Parks)
Angie Pool (Cardianl Greenways)
Zane Bishop (Community Development)
Jason Donati (MSD/Stormwater)
Lohren Deeg (BSU - Urban Planning)
Jane Ellery (BSU Wellness)
Chris Palladino (BSU)
Tom Bracken (BSU/G & F Ball Foundation)
Brenda Brumfield (Chamber of Commerce)
Dave Bradway (MSD)
Shonda Kane (Visitor’s Bureau)
Joe Todd (MPD)
Sara Lynn (IU-BMH)

www.BikeMuncie.org
facebook.com/BikeMuncie
instagram.com/bikemuncie

twitter.com/bikemuncie

Social Media

Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Thousands of Muncie Bike Maps 
were printed and distributed to  

students throughout Muncie and 
Ball State. Helpful information 

such as existing bike lanes,  bike 
friendly routes, and rules of 

the road were packed in to this 
pocket map to help get more 

people out on bikes and stay safe.


